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Call for Submissions 

Tenacious is looking for articles, poetry and art from 
women in prison. We strongly believe that everyone has 
a story to tell, something to share and are in need of 
someone who will listen and offer some kind of support 
and/ or understanding. It is important to us that women 
(in and out of prison) find the power of their voice. We 
encourage women to share their tales to educate those in 
society and to empower other women to take a stand for 
their rights and the rights of others. Use the power of 
your voice. 

Subjects we are looking for include: 

> Prison programs (how they do or don't work) 

> Mothers educating their children while 
incarcerated 

> Holding prison officials accountable for their 
actions or inactions 

> Observations and applications on prison life 

> Women prisoners uniting to make a difference 

> Informing society about prison issues 

> Sexual discrimination or sexual preference 
discrimination in your prison 

> Medical breakthroughs or neglect 

> HIV, Hepatitis C and other diseases common in 
prison 

> Helping your fellow prisoners 

> Literacy and education 

> Your job (or lack of a job) 



We are compiling stories of women facing time for 

acting in self-defense against their abusers to publish 

them in an issue dedicated to domestic violence. Send 

us your stories! (If you feel that telling your story may 

jeopardize your appeal, please let us know and we will 

run it anonymously) 

continued on back cover 



Sorry, we do not publish women's individual cases, 
charges or court experiences. We also cannot act as 
liaisons between those in different facilities. 

We are also looking for artwork reflecting women's 
prison experiences, issues and concerns. 

Send submissions to: 

V. Law OR Black Star Publishing 

PO Box 20388 PO Box 20948 

New York, NY 10009 New York, NY 10009 

Please note that submissions may be edited for 
grammar, clarity and length. 

Tenacious is free to women in prison. 

Men in prison: please send two stamps to cover the cost 
of postage. 

Those not in prison: Your $2 will support sending free 
issues to incarcerated women across the United States. 



fear engulfed me! I was scared to death and now Charlie 
wasn't even allowed in. 

As the anesthesia took control over me, the last 
thing I remember is counting down 100, 99, 98, 97... When 
I awoke with a bikini cut and 18 staples at 9 a.m., everything 
looked so blurry. I could see Charlie holding our baby in a 
blanket! I strained to see, but the anesthesia had not worn 
off yet. 

I said, "Is that my baby?" 

"Yes," Charlie answered. 

And all I could say was "Thank you, God!" and I 
went back to dreamland. 

When I awoke the second time, I was surprised to 
see my mom holding the baby with Tom and Charlie. They 
made it! Oh, was I happy! I got to see and hold my 
beautiful, sweet baby. His father bragged, "He is the biggest 
baby in the nursery!" Now raising him was another story! 

Marianne Brown #420854 
EMCFW North Hall 
P.O. Box 4004 
Clinton, NJ 08809 



My Experience as a Birth Mother 



There was a single day I dreaded more than any other. For 
nine months I sensed it inch its way toward me. I thought 
that when it arrived, I would will my existence into 
bursting through with one violent flash. Well, the 
inevitable came and I was both as unprepared and 
prepared as I could be. My son "Orion" was born on 1 
December 2004 and I had to deal with it. 

Today it is all a bittersweet miracle. I was a young, 
unmarried, incarcerated girl confronting an unplanned 
pregnancy. 

A positive reading of my home pregnancy test confirmed 
my suspicions on the night before I was arrested. My 
child's father, " Tonio, " who was also my co-defendant and 
boyfriend at the time, had been taken into custody one 
week earlier. He was still unaware of our unborn child. 

On the way down to the jail, I was informed by detectives 
that any contact between Tonio and me would result in 
new charges. Also restricted was "Third Party" contact, 
which meant that I could not ask my family to tell his 
family about the pregnancy nor could I contact his family 
myself. The detectives warned that the only way Tonio 
would know would be when we appeared together in 
court. Then he could figure it out for himself after seeing 
my growing stomach. I was also told there was no chance I 
would get out in time for birth and that two minutes after 
he was born, social workers would come to snatch my 
baby away. I was confused, frustrated and ashamed; any 
effort I could offer while locked up seemed inefficient at 
affecting the well being of my first child. 

Within the first two weeks of incarceration, I desperately 
made the first act of parenting to prepare for Orion. Tonio 
and I exchanged a few letters, not straying from 



conversation about our child's future. We had only been 
successful in briefly skimming over every possible option, 
including adoption, when true to their word, both Tonio 
and I received new charges for the violation of the rules. 
Aware that a harsher sentence would not benefit our son, 
we stopped trying to write. We made a request to the 
courts for a supervised meeting to discuss our son, but our 
attempts were denied. 

I resolved that I was basically going to be alone in making 
decisions. I knew I could still do my best and refused to 
allow the struggle of being an incarcerated, isolated mother 
block my hope. Some comfort came from what I felt was 
Tonio 's full support; he had written in one of the letters 
that whatever was to be decided for our child was up to 
me. 



However, with each new development of my case or any 
indication I made regarding the growing life I carried, there 
were tugs and pushes from my family, Tonio 's family, 
other acquaintances, and even inmates. I had moments of 
insecurity while trying to balance fairness of what I 
believed to be Tonio 's rights with pressures from 
obligations, expectations and repercussions of having to 
rely on others for assistance and what was best for Orion. 
Although I sometimes felt guilty, I remained undeterred 
from my convictions of needing to do what I knew was 
right. 

Giving Orion up for adoption, which had only begun as a 
practically dismissed idea, transformed into a clearer 
possible reality. With my mom's help, I contacted agencies 
and met with representatives. I wanted to be fully 
informed and wanted to fairly consider every option of my 
child's future. Any choice would be an action of mothering 
that I did have control over. 

I felt that I needed to share the maturing considerations 
with Tonio 's family, hoping that Tonio would agree. As I 



was having such a wonderful time with my parents and I 
didn't want to go home. But when he arrived he exclaimed 
"There is a snow storm coming; before it starts we will be on 
our way, no if's, and's, or but's!" The next day on the road 
we went, and the snow flakes began to accumulate. Trying 
to get from New Jersey to Maryland in this snow storm 
became quite a challenge. It was very scary. We finally got 
home around 4p.m. Charlie couldn't park our car near the 
house, because we had a long country driveway that was 
snowed in. The snow was very deep, so Charlie wanted to 
walk in front of me to make footprints for me to stop into, be 
he was too slow. "Out of my way!" I yelled and got to the 
house quicker on my own. 

Around 7p.m. I started getting these sharp, terrible 
pains. Charlie began to give me his amateur diagnosis of 
false labor. By 9 p.m. these pains were no joke, but they 
were not on time, so Charlie went back to bed. By 1 1 p.m., 
false or not, Charlie was taking me to the hospital. 

Now of course, only emergency vehicals were 
allowed on the road, so we were stopped by the police. 
When Charlie told the officer "My wife is having a baby!" 
We got a police escort all the way into the hospital, flashing 
lights and all! This pain was so severe, I can't even put it 
into words; it was worse than any I've ever felt before. I 
was very anxious for this to be over as soon as it began! 

I was dilating, but the baby couldn't drop— my 
pelvic bones were too small and wouldn't separate all the 
way, and to top it off, this was a large baby: 8 lbs. 9oz! 
They stuck this scary looking metal pole up the inside of me 
to break my water. Instantly this warm, soothing river 
rushed down my legs. I was tired and the pain got so bad, I 
couldn't even scream. I would hardly breathe. The tears ran 
down my face and the doctor ran in and saw that the machine 
was going crazy. Immediately he hollered "C -section!" and 
I was wheeled away on a stretcher while a nurse told me I 
was to be prepped for emergency surgery. An overwhelming 



constantly, over and over again, pleading and begging, 
"Please God, let my baby be born healthy and normal." 

I was given an injection of Rhogam after the baby's 
birth to counteract any reactions to the baby's blood leaking 
into my system, for he had his father's blood type, and for 
me this could be fatal! Even morning and night sickness 
seemed easier now that more important things had surfaced. 
Once I kept a positive attitude, all was well again. It was 
January already. J was due January 21 st . . 

Around this same time, my stepfather, Tom, who 
had raised me and was very close to me, had a relapse of 
lung cancer. My mother was a mess, and Tom might die! I 
needed to be with them both. I spoke to my husband about 
going home to mom's. I called the doctor. He was very 
reluctant to let me go, but I was persistent; I was such an - 
emotional wreck being that far away from them at such a 
crucial time. The doctor finally gave me permission to go, 
as long as I took my medical records and agreed to check 
into the closest hospital to my mother's house. The hospital 
was St. Francis Hospital in Trenton, NJ. 

My husband was furious. I lied. I told him I would 
only stay a few days to ease his anger, and then I went to the 
train station. In 1979 St. Francis didn't do internal exams on 
expectant mothers, only external, because of their religious 
beliefs. After all the paperwork and all the wait, they did 
nothing but take my vitals, weight me, and measure my huge 
belly. The nun told me I wasn't due for another month. I 
debated with the nun; how could my body calculations 
matching the doctor's calculations both be wrong? She 
replied, "They just are. " I ended up carrying Michael exactly 
10 months to the day. 

Happily we rejoiced at my stepfather's recovery as 
he came home from the hospital. I continued to keep telling 
my husband, "Just a few more days." My due date came 
and went. On the 19 th of February, after work, Charlie hit 
the highway determined to take me back home with him. I 



anticipated, I received gentle opposition at first. They said 
they did not want a bitter battle, but would fight an 
adoption if that ended up being my decision. I never knew 
if their wants were the same as Tonio's. Still, a part of me 
was waiting for the resolution of our case, hoping that 
guidance would be provided in that. 

Nine months passed too quickly for what I was facing. A 
separation. At 3 am, I went into labor. A panicking young 
male deputy alerted the jail's medical unit. An ambulance 
took me down to the city hospital that had become 
familiar over months of prenatal visits. Of course I was 
also escorted by another male deputy who would switch 
shifts with two others. The men stood guard less than two 
feet away from the hospital bed during the entire delivery. 

I was in labor with mild complications until 6:06 pm when 
I met my son face-to-face. He was beautiful. I was 
overtaken, recognizing distinguishing features from Tonio 
and me that had melded into a new being. I even felt I 
could detect the familiar personality that had been 
harbored inside of me. He glanced around-skeptical, yet 
inquisitive, surprisingly alert, blinking with long eyelashes. 
He would cry briefly whenever nurses retrieved him for 
the standard observations, tests and evaluations. 

Nine pm was the dreaded time. After I fed him his first 
bottle, my baby was taken to the nursery while I headed to 
the hospital's secure ward for inmates. I would not be able 
to touch him again until some far-off, unknown day. 

What do I say to my child who was staring at me intently, 
almost knowingly, waiting to see what I would do? 

I wanted to erase the scene or make it unreal. I would have 
rather died that instant than do what I had to do. I choked 
out an "I love you," kissed each eye and held his cheek to 
mine. Then quickly, before I could lose my nerve, handed 
is tiny frame to the waiting nurse. She backed away slowly, 
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